


96. The Fret-Hovwpe_r. 


We -have already found the good Confequen 
ces of this Sufpenfion, in that it has hindered 
the Rebellion from gathering the Strength it 
would otherwife have gained; not to mention 
thofe Numbers it has kept from engaging in fo 
defperate an Enterprize , with the many Lives 
it has preferved, and the Defolations it has 
prevented. 

For thefe and many other Reafons the Re- 
prefentatives of Great Britaim in Parliament 
could never have anfwered it to the People 
they reprefent, who have found fuch great Be- 
nefits fromthe Sufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus 
A&, and without it muft have felt fuch fatal 
Confequences, had they not ina Cafe of fuch 
great Neceffity made Ufe of this cuftomary, 
legal, and reafonable Method for Securing His 
Majelty on the Throne, and their Countrey 
trom Mifery or Ruine. 


Dedede dedededed de ded deed debe dyed dey de Sede ds Bs 
“Ne.37. Friday, February 17. 





——Hic Niger eft: hune tu, Romane, caveto. 
Hor. 


W E are told, that in Turkey, when any Man 
is the Author of Notorious Falfhoods, it 
is u{ual to blacken the whole Front of his Houle: 
Nay we have fometimes heard, that an Embal- 
fador, whofe Bujfinefs it is (it | may quote his 
CharaGer in Sir Henry Wotton’s Words) to lye 
for the Good of his Countre , has fometimes had 
this Mark fet upon his oufe ; when he has 

been 
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been deteéted in any Piece of feign’d Intelli- 
gence, that has prejudiced the Government, 
and mifled the Minds of the People. One 
cou’d almoft wifh that the Habitations of fuch 
of ur own Countreymen as deal in Forge- 
ries detrimental to the Publick, were diftingui- 
fhed in the fame Manner; that their Fellow- 
Subje&ts might be cautioned not to be too eafy 
in giving Credit to them. Were fuch a Me- 
thod put in Practice, this Metropolis wou’d be 
ftrangely checquer’d ; fome entire Parifhes wou’d 
be in Mourning, and feveral Streets darkned 
from one End to the other. 

But I have given my Thoughts in two pre- 
ceding Papers, both on the Inventors and the 
Believers of thefe publick Falfhoods and Ca- 
lumnies, and fliall here {peak of that Contempt 
with which they are and ought to be received 
by thofe in high Stations, at whom they are le- 
vell’d. Any Perfon indeed, who is zealous 
for promoting the Intereft of his Countrey, 
muft conquer all that Tendernefs and Delicacy 
which may make him afraid of being fpoken ill 
of; or his Endeavours will often produce no 
lefS Uneafinefs to himfelf, than Benefit to the 
Publick. Among a People who indulge them- 
felves in the utmoit Freedoms of Thought and 
Speech, a Man mutft either be infignificant, or 
dole to bear an undeferved Reproach. A true 

atriot may comfort himfelf under the Attacks 
of Falfhood and Obloquy, from feveral Motives 
and Reflections. 

In the firft Place he fhou’d confider, that the 
chief of his Antagonifts are generally acted by 
a Spirit of Envy; which wou’d not rife againft 
him, if it were not provoked by his Defert. A 


Statefman, who is poffeft of real Merit, fhou’d 
r look 
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Jook upon his political Cenfurers with the fame 
Negleét, that a good Writer regards his Cri: 
ticks; who are generally a Race of Men that 
are not able to difcover the Beauties of a Work 
they examine, and deny that Approbation to Q- 
thers, which they never met with themfelves. 
Patriots therctore fhou’d rather rcjoyce in the 
Succefs of their houeit Defigns, than be mor- 
tified by thofe who mifreprefent them. 
They fhou’d likewife confider, that not only 
Envy, but Vanity has a Share in the Detrac- 
tion of their Adverfarics. Such Afpertions 
therefore do them Honour at the fame Time 
that they are intended to leflen their Reputation. 
They fhou’d reflect, That thofe who endeavour 
to ftir up the Muiritudeagainftthem, do it to o¢ 
thought conlidcrable; and not a little applaud 
themfelves in a Talent that can raife Clamours 
our Of nothing, and throw a Ferment among 
the People, by Murmurs or Complaints, whicl 
they know in their own Hearts are altogether 
groundlefs. There is a pleafant Inftance of this 
Nature recorded at length in the Firft Book ot 
the Annals of Zacitus. When a great Part of the 
Romen Legions were in a Difpolition to muuny, 
an Impudent Varlet, who was a private Centt- 
nel, being mounted upon the Shoulders of his 
Fellow-soldiers, and refolved to try the Power 
of. his Eloquence, addrefs’d himfelf to the Aimy, 
in.all the Poftures of an Orator, after the follow- 
ing Manner: 2oz have gives: Liberty to thefe mile 
rable Mea ; {aid he, (poiniing to fome Criminals 
whoin they had refcued) 622 which of you cai r¢ [fore 
Life te my Brother? Who can give me back my 
Brother? He wes murder’d no longer ago than laf; 
Night, by the Hands of thofe Ruffiazs, who are ew 
tertain'd by the General to buteher the poor Suldi- 


ery. 
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. Tell me, Biefus, (for that was the Name 
of the General, who was then fitting on the 
Tribunal ) tell me, Where haft thou caft his dead 
Body? An Enemy does not grudge the Rites of Bu- 
rial. When I have tired my felf with kiffing his 
cold Corps, and weeping over it, order me to be 
flain upon it. All L ask of my Fellow -Solders , 
fince we both dye in their Caufe, 1s that they wow'd 
lay me in the fame Grave with my Brother. The 
whole Army was in an Uproar at this moving 
Speech, and refolved to do the Speaker Juttice, 
when, upon Enquiry, they found that he never 
had a Brother in his Lite; and that he had {tire 
red up the Sedition only to fhew his Parts. 

Publick Minifters would likewife do well to 
confider, that the principal Authors of fuch Re- 
proaches as are calt upon them, are thofe who 
have a Mind to get their Places: And as for a 
Cenfure arifing from this Motive, it is in their 
Power to efcape it when they pleafe, and turn 
tt upon their Competitors. Malecontents of 
an inferiour Character are a@ed by the fame 
Principle; for fo long as there are Employ- 
ments of all Sizes, there will be Murmurers 
of all Degrees. Ihave heard of a Countrey- 
Gentleman, who made a very long and me- 
lancholy Complaint to the late Duke of Buck- 
sngham, when he was in great Power at Court, 
ot feveral publick Grievances. The Duke, 
aiter having given him a very patient Hearing, 
My dear Friend, Lays he, this 1s but too true; but 
Lhave thought of az Expedient which wiil fet all 
dings right, and that very foon. His Countrey 
Friend asked him, what it was. You smut know, 
days the Duke, there’s a Place of five Hundred 
Pounds a Year fallen this very Morning, which I 

‘wtend to put you in Poffeffion of. The Gentle- 
IY 2 man 
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man thanked his Grace, went away fatisted, 
and thought the Nation the happieft under Hea 
ven, during that whole Miniltry. 

But farther, every Man in a publick Station 
ought to confider, that when there are two dit- 
ferent Parties in a Nation, they will fee Things 
in different Lights. An A@ion however con- 
ducive to the Good of their Countrey, will be 
reprefented by the Artful and appear to the Ig- 
norant as prejudicial to it. Since I have here, 
according to the ufual Liberty of Effay-Wri- 
ters, rambled into feveral Stories, | fhall fetch 
one to my prefent Purpofe out of the Perfas 
Hiftory. We there read of a virtuous young 
Emperor, who was very much afflicted to find 
his AGtions mifconftrued and defamed by a Par- 
ty.among his Subjeéts that favour’d another In- 
tereft. As he was one Day fitting among the 
Minifters of his Divez, and amufing himleli 
after the Eaftern Manner, with the Solution 
of difficult Problems and AEnigma’s, he pro- 
pofed to them in his Turn, the following one. 
‘What is the Tree that bears three Hundred and /ixt 
five Leaves, which are all Black ou the owe Side, 
and White on the other? His Grand Vitier imme- 
‘diately replied, it was the Year which contilted 
of three Hundred and fixty five Days and Nights : 
But Sir, fays he, permit me at the Jame Time to 
take Notice, that thefe Leaves reprefent your Ac- 
tions, which carry different Faces to your Friends 
and Enemies, and will always appear black to thoje 
who are refole’d only to look upon the wrong Side 
of ’em. 

A virtuous Man therefore who lays out his 
Endeavours for the Good of his Countrey, 
fhould never be troubled at the Reports which 


his 


are made of him, fo long as he is confcious of 
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